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	Level 1
	Level 2
	Level 3 
	Level 4

	Level descriptors
	The children will communicate observations of a range of animals in terms of their features. They will recognise and identify a range of common animals. They will describe and name some locally occurring animals and know where they are most likely to be seen.

They have a concept of an animal limited to 4 legged, furry mammals.
	The children will describe the basic conditions that animals need in order to survive. They will sort living things into groups using simple features and describe the basis for their groupings. They will recognise that living things are found in different places. They will describe differences in local habitats and describe some non local habitats. They will use habitat as a criterion for grouping animals.

They will have a broader concept of an animal likely to include birds and fish.
	The children will identify ways in which an animal is suited to its environment. They will provide simple explanations for changes in living things. They will describe the effect on growth of different amounts of survival necessities. They will name simple features of animals that make them suited to particular habitats. They can name some animals in non local habitats. They have a broader concept of animals likely to include amphibians and reptiles.
	The children will identify and group living things systematically using keys. They can recognise that feeding relationships exist between plants and animals in a habitat and they can describe these relationships using food chains and terms eg predator and prey.
They have a broader concept of an animal likely to include invertebrates and have a 2 kingdom concept of the living world.

	How do the level descriptors relate to QCA Scheme of Work and Classroom practice  
	The children can name a few animals that live in a local habitat. They can describe simple features of animals such as colour, number of legs etc
	The children know what a habitat is and can identify some local habitats. They will know that animals are found in many places. The children can group animals and explain the criteria on which the groups are based. They know that an animal needs to be able to find food and water in order to survive.
	The children can use simple keys with help to identify animals.
The children can describe what a particular animal eats and explain that it can only live where its food source is available and where conditions are suitable.

The children will identify the effect of changes to the habitat on some organisms.
	The children can use simple keys independently to identify animals.
The children can identify the structure of a food chain in a particular habitat. They will know that most food chains begin with a green plant. They will sequence valid food chains using terms and arrow conventions correctly.

	Children’s Names
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